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A plan for everyone’s future

The Sustainability Assessment

Policy Assessment
• No. 1. Growth and the presumption in favour of sustainable development
• No. 2. Type, scale and location of development

• No. 3. Design quality
• No. 4. Housing mix and affordable housing provision

• No. 5. Empty homes/ derelict land
• No. 6. Live work opportunities

• No. 7. Impact of traffic
• No. 8. Improved cycling and pedestrian linkages

• No. 9. Business units and start up units
• No. 10. Social infrastructure

• No. 11. Leisure facilities
• No. 12. Broadband access

• No. 13. Tourism
• No. 14. Heritage

• No. 15. Visitor accommodation
• No. 16. Visitor and tourism signage

• No. 17. Existing schools and educational establishments
• No. 18. Training and apprenticeships

• No. 19. Environmental standards
• No. 20. Renewable energy

• No. 21. Environmental protection and enhancement
• No. 22. Allotment provision

• No. 23. Community infrastructure requirements
• Aspiration 1. Transport, traffic and highway infrastructure delivery
and management strategy

• Aspiration 2. Site development briefs
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This report forms the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of 
the Consultation Draft Caistor Neighbourhood Plan. 
The Neighbourhood Plan will be a development 
plan document adopted by West Lindsey District 
District Council (WLDC) and will cover a number of 
issues relating to the management of development 
in the town in the future.

The Government has introduced through Localism legislation a 
provision that allows communities to prepare a new type of planning 
document – a Neighbourhood Plan. Although it must conform to 
local and national planning policies, it can still contain policies on 
issues which are important to the community, especially those which 
are not adequately met by existing legislation. Caistor Town Council 
has prepared its own Neighbourhood Plan, which is now ready for 
its final consultation.

One of the key issues in planning is the concept and principle of 
sustainable development. The National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning policies for England. The 
NPPF sets out a presumption in favour of sustainable development.  
It requires that policies in Local Plans should ensure that 
development which is sustainable can be approved without delay.   
The Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the Statutory Development 
Plan for West Lindsey and the application of the principle of the 
presumption in favour of sustainable development must be included 
within the Neighbourhood Plan. The NPPF sets out that there are 
three dimensions to sustainable development:

• Economic

• Social

• Environmental

These three dimensions are mutually dependent. The NPPF states 
that ’pursuing sustainable development involves seeking positive 
improvements to the quality of the built, natural and historic 
environment, as well as in peoples quality of life’ (para 9). It further 
stresses the need for local circumstances to be taken into account in 
determining how to deliver sustainable development in local areas.

Once the Caistor Neighbourhood Plan is approved, it will become 
part of West Lindsey District Council’s planning policies for the area 
and they will use it to determine planning applications. The NPPF 
states that an application which can be shown to be sustainable 
should normally be allowed, unless there are important reasons not 
to do this. It is essential, therefore, to ensure that the Neighbourhood 
Plan’s policies will promote sustainable development.

A sustainability assessment shows how planning policies and 
applications contribute to sustainable development, particularly
with regard to their environmental, social and economic impact.
It ensures that the concept of sustainable development remains an 
important consideration throughout the entire planning process.  
The sustainability assessment ensures a robust planning document 
demonstrating conformity with national and other local planning policies.

Under National and European legislation, sustainability assessments 
may be required when new planning policies are proposed, such as 
the introduction of a Neighbourhood Plan. If a Neighbourhood Plan’s 
impact is limited or small scale in nature, then an assessment is not 
always needed. Whilst the Caistor Neighbourhood Plan generally 
aligns with the emerging Central Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit 
Core Strategy that document has yet to be adopted. It was therefore 
considered necessary to carry out a Sustainability Assessment of 
the Neighbourhood Plan. This report provides that assessment to be 
presented as one of the submission documents for the independent 
examination of the Plan.

This appraisal has been prepared by the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group utilising templates and advice developed by Planning 
Aid England, West Lindsey and East Lindsey District Council’s.

The sustainability criteria have been adapted from the Central 
Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit’s Integrated impact Assessment (IIA) 
Framework which includes their Sustainability Appraisal Framework 
and Sustainability Appraisal Objectives.

A PLAN FOR 
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THE
SUSTAINABILITY
ASSESSMENT
There are three steps to a sustainability 
assessment:

1. Select the criteria which will be used to assess the 
sustainability of the Plan’s policies;

2. Using these criteria, measure the impact each 
policy will have on sustainability;

3. Analyse the results and make recommendations.

1. Select the criteria
A set of criteria have been agreed that reflect key considerations of 
what contributes to sustainable development. These criteria have 
taken account of the core planning principles set out within the 
NPPF and have been adapted from the Central Lincolnshire Joint 
Planning Unit’s Integrated Impact Assessment (IIA) Framework 
which includes their Sustainability Appraisal Framework and 
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives. This ensures a level of 
consistency with the emerging Core Strategy and provides for 
conformity with other plans that will form the basis of the West 
Lindsey Development Plan. 

These criteria also reflect key themes that have emerged through 
the Neighbourhood Plan process.

Population & housing Addressing future housing needs.

Health Reducing health inequalities and addressing 
health needs and creating a healthy living 
environment.

Cultural Provision of a range of facilities to reflect the 
town’s role in the wider community.

Sites, affordable housing, community facilities.

Green areas, health facilities, walking and 
cycling provision.

Community facilities, tourism.

Crime & safety Addressing fears of and 
perceptions of crime.

Design, appropriate land uses.

Equality, diversity & 
inclusivity

To develop diverse communities to 
improve quality of life for residents and 
community input to decision making.

Range of facilities, addressing needs of 
specific groups eg elderly.

Landscape & heritage Preserving and enhancing of the natural, 
historic and built character of the town 
and area.

Character, views, landscape, archaeology, 
design, biodiversity.

Climate Addressing causes and effects of climate 
change by reducing the impacts of growth 
on the environment.

Use of resources, renewable energy, flooding. 

Criteria Descriptor Examples

Natural resources & 
environment

Effective use of resources, protection and 
enhancement of the environment.

Use of materials, protection of areas, use of 
agriculutal land, biodiversity, air quality. 

Transport & infrastructure Improving transport choices and safety.  
Ensuring full range of facilities available to 
support growth.

Infrastructure provision, transport facilities.

Economy Creating a strong and diverse
local economy.

Jobs, employment land, education, training.
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2. Assessing the impact of policies 
against the criteria
Each of the proposed policies was assessed to determine if the policy 
would contribute to the principles of sustainability. This assessment 
considered the impact of the policy against the benchmark of not 
having a neighbourhood plan in place based on assessing the 
positive or negative impact of that policy. A simple scoring matrix of 
six ratings was used.

This results in a summary of the overall assessment of the plan and 
it’s policies in delivering sustainable development as shown in the 
tables below.

3. The Assessment conclusions
The full assessment and justification of the policies is set out in the 
body of the report.

In summary though, the table below demonstrates that where there 
is an impact that impact is positive. Some policies do have a neutral 
or uncertain impact when judged against some of the scoring criteria.

There is a high level of compatibility with the policies of the Central 
Lincolnshire Core Strategy which has been subject to it’s own IIA. 
This ensures that the policies also reflect the commitment to 
sustainable development. 

Photograph by John Esser
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Significant positive impact
The option or policy is likely to lead to significant 
improvement to the current situation in respect of 
the objective.

Neutral impact
There are no effects upon the sustainability objective. 
This may mean that there is no relationship between 
the two or that there is no discernible affect on the 
objective.

Some positive benefits
The option or policy is likely to lead to some 
improvement to the current situation in respect 
of the objective.

Uncertain
Where there is doubt as to the likely impacts, these 
should be acknowledged, rather than guessed at in 
the assessment. The reasons for the uncertainty and 
the areas of uncertainty should be drawn out in the 
comments box.

Some negative impact
The option or policy is likely to lead to moderate damage 
or loss, or other negative effects on the objective.

Significant negative impact 
The option or policy is likely to lead to significant damage 
or loss, or other negative effects on the objective.



POlIcy
ASSESSMENT
The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced to ensure that 
policies address each key theme of the vision. Each policy has 
been assessed against the SA criteria using the scoring matrix.   
This enables each theme of the Neighbourhood Plan as well as 
each individual policy to be assessed against the principles of 
sustainability.

Many policies are inter related but those linkages are not specifically 
addressed within the SA with each policy having been assessed in 
isolation - although they will invariably be used in conjunction with 
each other and other policies in Development Management
decision making.
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For MORE 
INFORMATION
If you have any queries you would like to discuss please contact
the Caistor Town Clerk. 

T: 
E: 

The Neighbourhood Plan can be downloaded at:
www.caistor.net/NP

LoveCaistor.co.uk




